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From the editor's desk. . .

WISH YOU ALL AVERY HAPPY & PROSPERDUS NEW YEAR...
Let the bad incidents like drought, flood, violent
demonstrations, environmental deterioration, major fires, of
2008 not pull our sprit down for 2010, there are hopes too;
Indian economy is stable and is looking up to grow, our
strong democratic values as seen during Central & State
Elections, Indian ranking is going up in sports etc

We mustintrospect and recognize our weaknasses and short comings honestly.

Fire in I0CL storage tank farm at Jaipur has once again exposed our limitation in terms of safety and wlSH Y‘OU
our preparedness to meet emergency situations.

As usual various inquiry committees will submit their reports, some questions will be asked about vE RY HAPP? .“
responsibility, resources, emergency procedure, disaster management planning etc, few individuals
may even be punished ... we shall once again talk about lack of infrastructure & resources

All these will not provide answers to the basic questions like —

Have we installed measures to prevent damage control and mitigate the impact of a contingency
arising due to any cause like a natural disaster, fire, terrorist attack etc ?

Do we carry out impartial investigation for what happened, learn lessons and improve our mitigation
preparedness continuously? i.e to say ARE WE SERIOUS ABOUT PROTECTING OURSELVES & QUR
MATIONAL PROPERTIES FROM CALAMITIES?

Unfortunately the answer is NO. We, as a nation, are casual & carefree in our approach and attitude

If we compare Jaipur Fire incident with Buncefield fire near London (LLE.) - we shall understand the
difference

It is not the resources, knowledge or expertise that we lack; we are lacking in the focus, the sincerity,
the political leadership and the management direction for establishing policies, frame work and
infrastructure to handle different emergency situations.

We do agree that fire fighting of this magnitude is extremely difficult but accepting the easy way out of

allowing fuel to burn till end is not the right decision, it shows lack of preparedness and
determination to take action.

We hope our policy & decision makers will now understand the gravity of situation and start
implementing risk mitigation action right from planning stage to installation of world class
organisational set up to meet any emergency situation anywhere in the country.

Mr. H. M. Sabadra
( Managing Director)
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